[image: Logo, company name

Description automatically generated]

[image: Logo, company name

Description automatically generated]

Apex Australia
2021
Awards Summary

 



Apex Australia National Board 

[bookmark: _Hlk53344774]

[bookmark: _Toc330642603]2021 Awards – Presentation
Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the clubs and individuals that submitted applications for this year’s national awards. I know it is often hard to put yourself or your club forward and it can feel a little like you are tooting your own horn. But next year please see it as an opportunity to share your achievements and ideas to inspire other clubs to take on new projects. I know it always motivates me to hear all the great things that other Apexians all around Australia are achieving and the differences they are making in their communities. 
I hope this summary serves to inspire you to submit a nomination next year and brings some new ideas into your club. 
	Award
	Winner

	Apex Australia Newsletter Award
	South Toowoomba Apex Club

	Apex Australia Publicity Award
	Apex Club of Bairnsdale

	Apex Australia Service Project Award
	Apex Club of Bairnsdale

	Apex Australia Citizenship Initiative Award
	Jamestown Apex Club

	Apex Australia Club of the Year
	Apex Club of Bairnsdale

	Apex Australia Best First Year Apexian
	Taryn Buffham - Roma

	Apex Australia Young Apexian of the Year
	Stephen Woodgate - Traralgon

	Apex Australia Apexian of the Year
	Elise Malberg - Bairnsdale

	Apex Australia RC of the Year
	Luke Corkett - Albury




Message from Past President Bethany Paterson

Dear Apexians, 
[image: Graphical user interface, application

Description automatically generated]It was my honour to announce the National Award winners for 2021 at the recent Zoom Convention hosted in Bundaberg. As my term as National President has come to an end, it was fitting to finish my duties with a reflection on the achievements of Clubs and outstanding individuals across Australia. Apexians are often quiet achievers who don’t blow their own trumpet, but our National awards process helps us celebrate everything that is great about Apex, ensures that deserving people are recognised, promotes a culture of celebrating success and serves as an inspiration to others to do great things in their community. 
This year’s award winners range from humble hard-working new Apexians to clubs who have raised thousands of dollars in the middle of a worldwide pandemic, a testament to the resilience of Apexians in times of adversity. Huge thanks to our National Awards and Innovation Director Emma Jackson for the thorough and thoughtful manner in which she has managed the Awards portfolio and for putting together this fantastic awards summary. Reading through these nominations will inspire you and make you proud to be an Apexian.
Congratulations to all of our very deserving award winners and I hope that we will continue to see such high calibre nominations from around Australia for many years to come. 

Yours in Apex, 
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Bethany Paterson 
National President 2020-2021
IPNP/International Relations 2021-2022
Apex Australia


Newsletter Award - In memoriam of Newman O’Dea
Newman O’Dea of the Geelong Apex Club was the first editor of the Apexian, he was a journalist by profession, and it was due to his skill and dedication to Apex that the first Apexian was produced in July 1933. His famous quote within the magazine 
“…… Apexians, this is your magazine, the Association is yours. You belong to Apex, Apex belongs to you. What are you going to do with it…...” 
This challenge still bears relevance today. 
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Description automatically generated]Sadly, after a long illness Newman O’Dea passed away in 1942 at the age of 35 after having been the Apexian editor for 9 years.
The Apex Australia Newsletter Award is dedicated to his memory and his ideals of producing a newsletter of both substance and entertainment for its readers. 
Nominees
· South Toowoomba Apex Club
Winner 
· South Toowoomba Apex Club
South Toowoomaba have really embraced the spirt of this award and have created not only a very professional looking newsletter that is easy to read with all the relevant club information. It also gives you a laugh at the end with their memes and jokes. 
Congratulations South Toowoomba Apex Club
The Dinner Notice started out from a template shared by the Fraser Coast Apex Club, which South Toowoomba then made their own. The word template can be downloaded here: https://bit.ly/3jb894h 
It would be great to see more dinner notices being shared across regions and Australia, so make sure that you get on the mailing lists of the other clubs in you region.
Contact Information
Name: Bec Abraham / April Lancaster-Smith
Phone: 0439 139 588 / 0419 551 278
FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/ApexClubOfSouthToowoomba 
Club Email: southtoowoomba@apex.org.au


Publicity Award - In honour of Loraine Janssen
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Description automatically generated]Loraine Janssen was instrumental in the formation of the Women’s Association of Apex Clubs in 1990, serving as the first National President in that first year. A Member of Adelaide Northern District Women’s Apex Club she also held the position of National Membership Chairman for the two subsequent years. Leaving Women in Apex in good hands following the merger of the two Associations, Loraine retired from Apex in 1998. This award was carried over from the Women’s Association and is in recognition of her outstanding contribution to Apex.  
Applicants for this award need to demonstrate
1. How clearly the Apex Club’s activities are communicated to the wider public  
2. [image: A group of people posing for a picture

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]How much engagement is achieved with non-Apexians  
Nominees
· Apex Club of Bairnsdale
· [bookmark: _Hlk85358891][image: A group of people posing for a picture

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Apex Club of Bunbury Koombana
Winner
· Apex Club of Bairnsdale
Bairnsdale were the deserving winner of this award due to the variety of platforms (3 newspaper, 2 websites and 4 social media accounts) they use to promote their club and their activities. Their Facebook accounts alone reached 18,304 and 15,137 for their event and club pages for the year.
Congratulations Apex Club of Bairnsdale
Contacts Apex Club of Bairnsdale
Name: Kassandra O'Kelly
Phone: 0418 364 168
Email: bairnsdale@apex.org.au 
FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/ApexBairnsdale 
Website: http://www.bairnsdaleapex.com.au/



Apex Club of Bunbury Koombana
The club uses both Facebook and Instagram social media accounts to promote club events and activities as well as promotions for special days and holidays (e.g., Easter, Mother’s Day etc). They regularly share posts from Apex Australia and local organisations and invite people to engage with their posts.
Contacts Apex Club of Bunbury Koombana
Name: Kelsey Dennis
Phone: 0427 999 344
Email: bunbury@apex.org.au
FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/ApexBunburyKoombana 
Website: http://www.apexbunbury.tidyhq.com/

Service Project Award - In memoriam of Eric Hooper
Eric Hooper was our Associations first President, a charter member of the first Apex Club in Geelong and was present at the inaugural meeting of the young men’s organisation on 19th November 1930 when the idea of Apex first developed. 
He was subsequently on the first Geelong Apex Club Board when it formed on 10th March 1931. In 1932 in Geelong at the second Apex Conference and the first as the Association of Apex Clubs, Eric Hooper was appointed as the first Association President for the 1932-33 year. 
In recognition of the excellent services he rendered to Apex, he was appointed the Association’s first Life Governorship in 1936. This Award was named in his honour as our first Association President and one of the true Founders of our Association of Apex Clubs of Australia.  
Nominees
· Apex Club of Bairnsdale 
· Colour Ya World Festival and Fun Run 
· Maitland Apex Club
· Skate Modular Pump Track
· Traralgon Apex Club
· Garden Clean up with Latrobe Regional Hospital Rehab team.
Winner
· [bookmark: _Hlk85386144]Apex Club of Bairnsdale 
· Colour Ya World Festival and Fun Run - Brendan O’Kelly, Kass OKelly, Elise Malberg
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]Apex Club of Bairnsdale - Colour Ya World Festival
The Colour Ya World Festival and Fun Run is a community fun run of 5km with the throwing of powdered colour along the course and at the end.
18 months in the making, the club banded together to make the event happen within 4 weeks after an easing of COVID-19 restrictions. 
There were over 600 people in attendance at the event, which was run on Easter Saturday, and as a post-bushfire event, the $8000 raised was pledged to the Mt Taylor CFA.
It is the only large bush-fire recovery event in the community that managed to go ahead after the bushfires, bringing fun and colour into the community. 
Project Contact - Apex Club of Bairnsdale
Name: Kassandra O'Kelly
Phone: 0418 364 168
Email: bairnsdale@apex.org.au 
Event FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/colouryaworld 
Event Website: http://www.colouryaworld.com.au/

Maitland Apex Club - Skate Modular Pump Track 
In 2020/21 it was decided that the small community town of Maitland would greatly benefit by the addition of some play equipment designed for attracting older children. The project would also attract all types of skill levels and could be added to our existing area of bike track, tennis and basketball court.
Other benefits were the low cost of maintaining and the relatively easy installation along with the ability to use it all year round.
The project cost over $50,000 which included the timber composite designed Bikeparkitect’s Modular Pumptrack, base preparation and signage.
The project was installed and ready for use in time for the clubs 1000th meeting celebration, all up taking close to 8 months from start to finish. 
[image: ]
Project Contact - Maitland Apex Club 
Name: Luke Butler
Phone: 0417 832 052
Traralgon Apex Club - Garden Clean up with Latrobe Regional Hospital Rehab team
[image: A group of people posing for a photo

Description automatically generated]Latrobe Regional Hospital (LRH) rehabilitation team send us referrals of patients that have minimal to no local support available. We then liaise with the patient and book in to do pruning/ clean up as required.
We were lucky enough to be successful for a grant from Apex Foundation for the purchase of a cage garden trailer and gardening equipment.
Project Contact - Traralgon Apex Club 
Name: Renee Eccles
Phone: 0400 521 330
Club FB: https://www.facebook.com/TraralgonApex 


Citizenship Initiative - in memoriam of Donald Mackay
Don Mackay was an active Member of the Griffith Apex Club and numerous local community organisations with a passion for young people, believing it was their right to grow in an environment that fostered better citizens.   
Throughout his Apex career Don Mackay was a keen ‘conventioneer’, deeply interested in International Relations. He was instrumental, with his peers in the commencement of Apex Sri Lanka, and was awarded Life Membership of the Griffith Apex Club in 1974.
Unfortunately, Don Mackay is better known for his mysterious disappearance in July 1977, a result of being named in court as an informant in relation to the location of a drug crop in 1976. He was never seen again. Don Mackay was one who stood against the tide of those that produced and sold drugs to our children. When he saw a wrong, he tried to make it right. 
Don Mackay through his untimely disappearance in 1977 inspired the model of integrity all Apexians should hold dearly. He worked for his community through active citizenship living a simple life of altruism out of genuine care and concern for his fellow citizens because he believed he could make a difference.  
This award was created in his honour in 1988 and serves as a tribute to the memory of this outstanding Apexian, by recognising an Apex Club for their efforts in building a better community in that year, by undertaking a local Citizenship initiative.  
Nominees
· Jamestown Apex Club - Caltowie Chilled Out and Fired Up Music Festival
Winner 
· Jamestown Apex Club - Caltowie Chilled Out and Fired Up Music Festival
Even though Jamestown was the only applicant for this award, they are well and truly deserving. 
[image: A group of people playing instruments on a stage

Description automatically generated]The Caltowie Chilled Out and Fired Up (COFU) Music Festival is now an annual event in the small township of Caltowie (population 60) in rural South Australia. The second and most recent (thanks to COVID) event was held in March 2021. 
The festival is designed to bring live music acts to rural communities and use that as a platform to raise awareness of mental health issues and promote wellbeing.
The event raised an estimated $33,500 which is being used to support local community mental health projects and initiatives
Congratulations Jamestown Apex Club
Lessons Learned:
Having a goal and making sure that it is achievable with a good crew. Delegation is key and trusting others to get on and do it!
Their next event has 5 grant processes in the pipeline, and they are currently looking into sponsorship opportunities.
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Project Contact - Jamestown Apex Club 
Name: Ben Van Boekel
Phone: 0427 617 622 
Event FB: https://www.facebook.com/CaltowieCOFU 


Club of the Year  
This award was originally titled the Chris McGurgan Best Club Trophy and was first presented to Clubs within the original Womens’ Apex Association. It was then transferred to encompass all clubs after the 1997 merger. Chris McGurgan was the Womens’ Association of Apex Clubs of Australia National President in 1994-96. The Award was renamed the Apex Australia Club of the Year in 2002 to recognise the successful merger of the two Associations and growth and success of Apex Australia and to celebrate the achievements of the Associations most outstanding Club for the previous twelve months
Nominees
· Apex Club of Bairnsdale
· Apex Club of Bunbury Koombana
· Apex Club of Mount Isa
Winner 
· [image: A collage of people

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Apex Club of Bairnsdale
Bairnsdale was nominated twice for this award, as both a self-nomination and by the Apex Club of Kadina. I think this is a true testament to the difference that they have made both to their local community and the Apex community as a whole. 
The Bairnsdale Apex Club started the year with 3 members, this number throughout the year has grown to 6.
The Club managed to achieve a fantastic effort of 463.5 hours of service work for the year, with some member achieving over 130 hrs of service
In between restrictions the club were quick to pick up and put together a number of in person events, these included 10 service events like the Colour Your World Festival, Mother’s Day Classic fun run for the Cancer Council and a working bee at the Apex Magic Castle, numerous social events and three interclub and national events.
Congratulations Apex Club of Bairnsdale
Contacts Apex Club of Bairnsdale
Name: Kassandra O'Kelly
Phone: 0418 364 168
Email: bairnsdale@apex.org.au 


Apex Club of Bunbury Koombana
The club undertook social and service activities every month from BBQs to clean-ups, AFL Grand Final parties, cocktail nights, supporting the Salvation Army Toy run, hosted the WA State Catchup and cooked donuts and celebrated the clubs 85th year. 
Members put in almost 600 hours of service and hit the tarmac for 1348 km of ICVs. 
Contacts Apex Club of Bunbury Koombana
Name: Michael York
Phone: 0458 827 677
Email: bunbury@apex.org.au
Apex Club of Mount Isa
The Club managed to triple its membership over the year growing from two to six members and undertook 163.5 h of service work. Service jobs included Mowing & upkeep on grounds at The Cancer House, Refurbishment of existing garden to create a Memorial Rose Garden at the Cancer House, Lucky Numbers trailer at a local school fete, Gunfire Breakfast, Sign on Expo Day and running the bar for the soccer Grand final day. A vast majority of our club members are at every service event and giving their all for their community.
[bookmark: _Hlk86082390]Tony’s key tips to recruiting new members:
Firstly, getting existing members on the same page, then pushing them to share their passion for Apex. Sharing with prospexians the fun, achievements of your club and the rich history of Apex. We all know the buzz you get after completing a big service job or event and the comradery afterwards, share that experience. Lastly don’t forget to tell them about the greater National and International Apex family, the friends you make by visiting other clubs and conventions. 
If you can walk the walk, you can talk the talk. 
Contacts Apex Club of Mount Isa
[bookmark: _Hlk86082196]Name: Tony Anderson
Phone: 0408 439 824
Email: mountisa@apex.org.au 


Best First Year Apexian - In honour of Harry Hodges
Harry Hodges is remembered by the Association as a long-standing, very active Member from New South Wales. Harry took an uncompromising stand on issues of importance, particularly where necessary to protect the interests of the Association.  Harry is best remembered however for his affinity with the younger members of our Association and his guidance to those members. Harrys’ efforts remind us that we must value and treasure our first year Apexians, whilst listening to their ideas but guiding them in accordance with our Ideals.  
Nominees
· Taryn Buffham - Apex Club of Roma
Winner 
· Taryn Buffham - Apex Club of Roma
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]In her first year, Taryn has fully embraced what it means to be an Apexian. Upon joining the Apex Club of Roma, she stepped up into the role of treasurer and always put her hand up to help. Putting countless hours not only into service events but in helping other members and communicating between the club and local council/businesses.
Taryn has only missed one dinner meeting since joining the club, sponsored a new member and achieved 352 points on the VIP program.
Congratulations Taryn. 
Contact Details
Name: Taryn Buffham
Phone: 0422 413 350
Club FB: https://www.facebook.com/apexroma 
Club email: roma@apex.org.au 




Young Apexian of the Year  - In memoriam of Sir John Buchan
As one of the three founders of Geelong Apex, and a prominent figure in the subsequent formation of the Association of Apex Clubs, the name John Buchan is synonymous with our history. 
At the second Convention held in Geelong in 1932, the Association was formed, and John Buchan was appointed as Association Secretary-Treasurer. He was National President in 1935 and was awarded Life Governorship in 1945. 
Sir John Buchan was a strong advocate for youth both in his days as an Apexian and beyond. He served on numerous National forums to discuss youth related issues and was influential in the restructure of the Apex Association in the 90’s. He was a visionary and saw our Association as one that had an important part to play in Australia’s future. 
In a recent letter to the National Board from Sir John Buchan’s daughter, Deb Buchan, she describes how he founded The National Committee for the Development of Youth Employment 1984 – 1986 which led to several successful state and national initiatives, including a national forum that led to 25 recommendations being presented to the Prime Minister of Australia, as well as every State and National M.P.
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Description automatically generated]Sir John Buchan viewed the role of youth as vital for Australia and this award named in his honour, recognises the achievements of the young men and women in Apex.  
Nominees
· Robert Davis - Apex Club of Mount Isa
· Stephen Woodgate - Traralgon Apex Club 
Winner
· Stephen Woodgate - Traralgon Apex Club 
Stephen has been a member of the Traralgon Apex Club since 2018, filling the positions of Commissariat, Social Director, Vice President, Secretary and Raffle Coordinator.
He has always been keen to put his name forward for any roles and turned up to all events that he could. He is also a keen volunteer with the SES and has been undertaking additional fundraising for his Relay for Life Team for the 2nd year running.
Congratulations Stephen
Contact Details
Name: Stephen Woodgate - Traralgon Apex Club
Phone: 

Name: Robert Davis - Apex Club of Mount Isa
Phone: 0423 801 082


Apexian of the Year  - in memoriam of Ewen Laird
The greatest achievement any Apexian can make is that of service to their community, their Club and to themselves. Ewen Laird, was one of those people.
As part of the developing Club, he served on the Committee of the initial Young Business Men’s Club soon to evolve into Apex. It was Ewen’s imagination and forethought, that developed the symbol we wear over our hearts today: the Apex symbol. The first meeting of Apex Victoria held on 26th July 1931 adopted a coat emblem designed by Ewen Laird as the official badge. Consisting of a triangle enclosing five rays of the rising sun it symbolized the rising generation of youth with the base of Citizenship and sides of Fellowship and Service. It was Ewen Laird’s imagination and dedication that led us to where we are today.   
Awarded Life Governorship in 1945, Ewen Laird remains as one of the three fathers of modern Apex. This award is dedicated to his memory and presented to an Apexian who symbolizes what our Association strives for. It is presented to an Apexian who upholds all that was first developed by Ewen Laird and Buchan and Proud, one who upholds the Ideals of Apex and serves their Club and community in an exemplary manner.  
Nominees
· Mark Bonello - Apex Club of Blacktown
· John Davis - Apex Club of Mount Isa
· Elise Malberg - Apex Club of Bairnsdale
Winner
· [image: May be an image of 1 person]Elise Malberg - Apex Club of Bairnsdale
Elise has held many roles since joining the Apex Club of Bairnsdale, but most recently has been the Club Secretary. Previous Roles have included President, and Elise is the incoming Treasurer. 
Elise has been extremely involved in the last year in undertaking the National Service Project on behalf of the Bairnsdale club. During the Covid year the Bairnsdale club were limited in conducting our planned activity of a Trivia Night but turned this into a very successful zoom format, conducting 3 events during the winter months of 2020, raising $1000 for Lifeline.
Elise was also instrumental on the planning committee for our Colour Ya World Festival Event in April 2021, raising $8000 for our local Mount Taylor CFA. This event was organised in just over 5 weeks and we managed to rally just over 500 attendees!
Despite COVID, Elise was still able to attend numerous interclub events and meetings as well as the Magic Castle Chalet 40th Anniversary celebrations and January 2021 working Bee and sponsor a new member.
Elise has been an outstanding member of the Apex Club of Bairnsdale and has helped the club to keep their spirits high during a period of low membership. She is always the first to put her hand up and offer support and manpower to other clubs in the Region.
Not one to be deterred by the current COVID limitations placed on clubs, Elise has continued to show her dedication to the club and local community through her creative solutions to restrictions – as is highlighted by the Zoom trivia format she championed in the last year. Congratulations Elise on an amazing year.
Chatting with Elise she has found that winning these national awards has opened doors and given her club a huge boost in local publicity. Suddenly everyone knows who Apex is and is helping to celebrate their success. 
Contact Details - Elise
Name: Elise Malberg - Apex Club of Bairnsdale
Phone: 0415 799 080

Mark has been busy kick-starting efforts post the extended COVID lockdown, working hard to get the Men’s Mental Health Walk in Blacktown back on track. T

his is a joint project with the Apex Club of Blacktown and Blacktown City Lions club. It is being held at Blacktown showground and starts at the Apex Club of Blacktown’s Hut and finishes at the hut for a coffee and a classic Snag on a roll, followed by a good old fashion chat with some newfound mates.
Contact Details - Mark
Name: Mark Bonello - Apex Club of Blacktown
Phone: 0418 203 838

John has lived and breathed the Apex ideals for many years. He is the main instigator in many of the service events that the club gets involved in. 
John has shown a love and passion for Apex. This starts with organising service events like the lucky numbers trailer that goes to the school fetes, continuing to coming up with the idea and organising the 90th BBQ for the community at the lookout. John also loves going to other clubs and meeting new Apexians and trying to help with their club activities, even if this has been restricted due to covid.
Contact Details - John
Name: John Davis - Apex Club of Mount Isa
Phone: 0427 433 435


Regional Communicator of the Year - In memoriam of Langham Proud
The role of Regional Communicator is the most vital of all Association positions. Without a hardworking, intelligent and communicative Regional Communicator, the Region cannot be successful. The idea of Regions is in fact the idea of development and fellowship amongst neighbouring clubs. This is the greatest gift that one of our Founders Langham Proud gave to our Association. 
Langham Proud was one of the three Founders of Apex. He served as Secretary of the original Club during its formation as the Young Business Men’s Club and then as it transformed to the Apex Club of Geelong on March 10th, 1931. 
Langham Proud later moved from Geelong to Camperdown and it was their efforts to form a Club there that produced the Camperdown Apex Club. The inaugural dinner held in August 1931 resulted in the development of Apex from two clubs – Geelong and Ballarat to three – and as a result our Association was born. Langham Proud was the Fellowship Director on that first Camperdown Apex Club Board. Langham was then instrumental in the formation of Districts when he formed part of the Investigating Committee to develop the Association into Districts at the 1934 Albury National Convention. The idea of Fellowship, something that is so vital in the role of Regional Communicator is bound by the efforts of Langham Proud who was awarded Life Governorship in 1945. He was an Apexian who not only founded the first Club but also worked tirelessly in the development of Apex through other areas. This award is dedicated to his memory so that Regional Communicators’ can aim to achieve fellowship, development, and success in their Regions.   
Winner
· [image: A person with a beard

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Luke Corkett - Apex Club of Albury

Luke received this award for his continued  great work as the liaison officer/contact between the National Board and the clubs. Luke has gone above and beyond again this year,  working with the different time zones and through state and regional lock downs, to stay in touch and make sure the clubs are doing ok and adapting to the times we live in. 

On top of this, Luke saw the need to re-write the RC manual for not only returning RC’s but also new ones coming along. Unfortunately, this has been put on a bit of a hold, with most of us being unable to travel and do the face-to-face training. We are looking forward to getting out there once again as soon as we are able. 

Luke, thank you again your hard work this year. Please keep up the great work.

Luke’s Tips for being an RC: It’s all  in the name, having good communication and relationships with your clubs is essential to the role. Whenever you can, just get out there and chat to them.
Contact Details
Name: Luke Corkett - Apex Club of Albury
Phone: 0499 901 858 (pls text first)
Email: rc6@apex.org.au
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